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Undoy the Commuslet regime, mot ouly 4s the public denied military and
politienl facbunl news %o be able to exercise intelligeat Judgment on public
effairs, but the geholers and studeots are dernded tho use of soecisl and
suonomie date for edventlonal and woesareh purposos,  Publication of handbooks
or yearbools, naturelly combinue bubs the datn ecoubained in theam are wauesble
For solentifio purposes for the most pavh, as thay arc either obeiously
unyolinble, or too frspwentary, or ncnmolideted so thet they cennot ba
analyscd. The spy-vonscious suthoritios pub prastically crarything wades
sonfidential elassifiesntion. They say that, in ordor to brlog anout the

. aucoess of the consbtruction of a aew Chins, the penored publle does nob neod

thig lmewledge, rather, it would ba bether to kosp the publio from 1%,

In tho pre-Commnist duys, mooibl and economic deta vsed to coms oither by
private research in eduwcatlo sl imstitutions or by government publloat on,
But now, all ressorch projocts of priwate individuals come mder the soyuting
of the govermm.nt, as they must be reported for approeal to The educetional
adgrintetration, and approwal seldonm comes if the project is o Ploce of field
rosearch, Yrojects using books snd doctmentary souroos containing old data
alons remuin feivly freo, . :

Government organirebicns have not coly stopped publishing dotn, bubt elso reiugs
bo give out anything upon inguiry, Population data veed to be obbeined frem

the madcipal gowermment by oithor writing or by perscasl conbeot. Bubt now,
pepulation dobe ls considered coufidentisl and ame is afveld even o nsk

for i%. Ope oitempt wos mot with a sbiff rebuff, ewen vhon the detn wes
reguested for lepitinate instruction in » pepulation courss, Dits ag common

af employment, wazos and price fadewes are pub in the confdential, claasiliostion,
though for tho time being they still cen be demls with 4o & 1imdbod exbenh

‘by priceto rescarch,

4,

But this dons uol mom that the govarnment hag o daba; in fach, 1Lt has

porhaps morc then did the Setionalist rogime. Tho nuber of itens “ho
poverament swnds te ey hag vestly ivercased, gud investigation rorlk, eopared
to that under the Makionelis w, is crge Jzod, systemabic and sonselontlounly /
enrrlod oul, in apite of the ineck of seientific txalning of the workeovrs in

the taechnigue of duta scollection. This is aspecially. so with lecel date.

In s my, the Comunish govermwent iz quite date consoious. Tiué and BEAi,
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local orgenizations of the govermmeont fram the village level up have
complained of having to £ill in too many tebles and avswoar too meny data
guestiona, Data of &ll types flows to provinecial, regional and cemtral
organizations from very extensive areas, many of which had no date in the
pre~Camunigt days. Quite a bit of such deta are printed regularly by the
goverment, but only for confidential circulation among higher cirecles.

Evenn gan organization es importent as the All-Ching Fedoretion of Labeor,
howover, did not have a statisticel export until the Soviet advisers

started a training class for them socmstime lasgt swmer, and yet that
organizetion possesces a rich store of dote on employment and weges from

all parts of the coumtry. SHIH Ruo-heng, a Harvard trained lrstructor on
lgbor problems in Tsinghua Univeraity in Peking worked lest sumer for the
Institute of Sociml Soicnces in tho Central Institute of Sciences, (formerly
the Academica Sinica). He tried to got some data on woges by visiting shops
and factories in severel North China cities. He got very meagre reaults
becsuss of the reluctance of larger feotories to give necessary information.
Then, the lNatiomal Conference on liages vms ealled by the All-Chine Federation
of Labor, and SHII was permitted to attend one of tho sessions Theras, he
war amazed ot the amount of date awaileble, but he was not sllowed te teke
notes, even though he was working for the Institute of Scieness, which

is a govermmont orgenization., He was glven to understand thet, ho should
work in the Fedoration on wages if he wns gerious in getting some ressarch
done, and that the Union could use him. SHIH's case is important, for it
illustrates what is happoning in all othor fields in the social scioncoes,

To do research in a certain field, one will have to either work in poverament
department dealing with thet field or become very clesely comnected with it,
before one cen get access to the nocessary data. This melkes it wery herd

to supply up-to-dote materials for college teaching in sociel sclences, oven
in gpovernmert universities, and the treining of studont for objective
undevrstanding of recent tronds of social developments will be very herd if
not impocsible,

Jonnvhile the confidential circles, the core of the goverment, hawve all the
awvsilebls fa ct% and rrovided they can campand the sclentific skill to
e Lhese fect By Ar0 able Lo undorstond anc control tha Lronds conplotely
vl Lho (ur‘!,,; lgu_zult}h of mublie reaction and opir*onc Socisl scisutisls
Chine arc nov D3y asoes of this difficddty wd dangor, for Vop Tonline
tal Lhiey will have to wi the ;-',ev;rur s oy A0 they inbomd b
x,nn%:u»uc acadenic reseapch, Almosh o : Lion among social mzi-’.::xtit;ts
- drift inbo this perg l‘mu and digheortondng wroblas.

nhisha have adrcady ontored fovernmord sorvice in ono wer or ancther
Adsly Snoall ;uﬁa ef the country, espevially in the forthuact and

in Y r‘,.z Ching. woryld mtgg ireiuding education and rescorel; iz and chould
be a branch of wl;v iss, and dndividunl workiing out of social problone i8 a
vaopbire of Ghe bevrpyoaols sysbay, one o Lold. In a way ondy bhrowsh this

@y ghon can the Cepmunist sovernoent get bhe peraorael we necassary scientific
siidl to work for it, for fou sciendists will woluptarily wwmoh to do Hids,
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